CD40 expression and its prognostic significance in human gastric carcinoma.
This study aimed to detect the relationship between CD40 (protein and mRNA) expression and human gastric cancer and to determine the prognostic significance of CD40 in gastric cancer patients. We collected 128 cases of gastric cancer specimens, and the expression of CD40 (protein and mRNA) was measured by immunohistochemistry and in situ hybridization. Our study indicated that CD40 is constitutively expressed in human gastric carcinoma tissues. Positive expression of CD40 (protein and mRNA) in gastric cancer tissues was closely related to the tumor TNM stage and the presence of distant metastasis, with CD40 mRNA also being correlated with the presence of lymphatic metastasis. Furthermore, the expression of CD40 (protein and mRNA) is closely related to the prognosis of gastric cancer patients. The expression of CD40 protein and mRNA is positively correlated with the presence of distant (for both protein and mRNA) and lymphatic (for mRNA only) metastasis, and an increased tumor TNM stage in gastric carcinoma. Patients who express low levels of CD40 may have a better prognosis than those who have higher levels of CD40.